
Electric Fences
Electric fences are only permitted on
agricultural properties for the purpose of
containing livestock.

BarbedWire Fences
Barbed wire fences are prohibited on
residential properties.

Barbed wire fences are only permitted
under the following regulations:

1.On agricultural lands for the purpose of
containing livestock.

2. On the top of a fence within a
commercial or industrial property
provided that it projects inwards to the
area enclosed by the fence.

3. On the top of a fence erected for
security reasons around any
recreational, operational, or storage
facility owned, operated, or maintained
by the City of Kitchener.

Industrial and Commercial Lots
Fences on industrial and commercial lots
must follow the regulations for fences on
“Interior Lots” and fences on “Corner Lots”
except as follows:

Fences can be erected so as to enclose a
front yard provided that:

1. The fence is set back a minimum of 7.62
metres (25 ft) from the front lot line.

2. The fence must not be located within
the corner visibility triangle.

DEFINITIONS:
Height

The height of a fence is measured from
the ground where the fence posts are
embedded to the top of the posts.

Corner lot is defined as a lot situated at
the intersection of and abutting upon two
streets, or upon two parts of the same
street, the adjacent sides of which street
or streets (or, in the case of a curved
corner, the tangents at the street
extremities of the side lot lines) contain an
angle of not more than 135 degrees.

Corner visibility triangle (CVT) is defined
as a triangular area formed within a corner
lot by the intersecting lot lines abutting
the streets or the projections thereof and
a straight line connecting them 7.5 metres
(24.6 feet) from their point of intersection.
(See diagram inside.)

Driveway visibility triangle (DVT) is
defined as a triangular area formed at the
intersection of the driveway and the lot
line abutting a street (see diagram inside).
A maximum 0.9 metres (3 feet) high fence
may be constructed inside this triangle.
You are required to provide a DVT
whether the driveway is on your property
or on the adjacent property.

Please note: This pamphlet is only an
outline of the Fence By-law and should not
be mistaken for the Fence By-law. Copies
of the By-law are available at City Hall.

For more information please contact:
Planning Division - 6th Floor
Kitchener City Hall
200 King Street West
Kitchener, ON N2G 4G7
519-741-2317

March 2010

Building a Fence
Questions & Answers
Regarding Our By-Law

Can I put a gate across my driveway?
A fence may be constructed with a gate in
it, which provides access to the driveway,
provided the gate is at least 2.59 metres
(8.5 ft.) wide.

What happens if my fence does not
conform to the City's by-law?

If the City’s By-law Enforcement Office
receives a complaint regarding a fence
violation on your property, you may be
served with a Notice to make
modifications to your fence to bring it into
compliance.This can result in you having
to undo work that you have already paid
to have done. In addition, anyone who is
in violation of the City's by-law or who
does not comply with a Notice that is
issued by the city may be subject to legal
action.The maximum fine for non-
compliance with city's by-law is $5,000.

Does not complyComplies



BUILDING A FENCE
If you live in the City of Kitchener and you
would like to construct a fence on your
property, it is important to understand
the city's by-law with respect to fences.
These regulations are found in Chapter
630 (Fences) of the City of Kitchener
Municipal Code. Please note that you do
not need a permit to construct a fence on
your property unless a swimming pool is
involved.

If you wish to request an exception from
the Fence By-law, an application for a
minor variance can be submitted to the
city’s committee of adjustment for
consideration. Application forms for a
minor variance are available at City Hall on
the 6th floor, Planning Division.You must
receive approval of a variance before you
start construction of the fence.

Can I construct a fence on City property
between the lot line and the sidewalk?

To extend your fence out to the sidewalk
or roadway on City property you must first
obtain permission in writing from the City
of Kitchener, and, if required, agree to
remove the fence within 10 days of
written notice from the City to do so.

For further information, please contact the
Legal Department at 519-741-2856.
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See definition on other side

Fences can be amaximum of:
0.9 metres (3 ft.) high:

• in the front yard

• within 1.5 metres (5 ft.) of the side lot
line abutting a street, and

• within any driveway or corner visibility
triangle including a neighbour’s
driveway.

1.82 metres (6 ft.) high:

• provided they are set back a minimum
of 1.5 metres (5 ft.) from the side lot
line abutting a street

2.4 metres (8 ft.) high:

• provided they are set back a minimum
of 4.5 metres (15 ft.) from the side lot
line abutting a street

• in the rear yard, and

• the interior side yard

Please note:
that the lot lines noted on the diagrams
represent the property’s boundary lines.
The sidewalk is not necessarily the lot line,
as the City may own some landscaped
area between your lot line and the
sidewalk. Please consult your survey for
the location of lot lines.

A fence may be located up to the lot line.

Swimming Pools
Swimming pool is defined as a structure
that is designed and capable of holding a
minimum of 0.91 metres (36 inches) or
more of water, permanently or temporarily
located outdoors either above or below
the ground, or partly thereabove or
therebelow, that is, or is designed to be,
used or maintained for the purpose of
swimming,wading, diving or bathing.

All swimming pools within the city of
Kitchener must be completely enclosed in
a safe manner by a fence, building or wall.

The enclosure shall:

1. Be a minimum of 1.5 metres (5 ft.) in
height.

2. Not permit access by climbing,
crawling, jumping or through an
unlocked entrance. For chain link
fencing the maximum size of the
opening of the chain link shall not
exceed 4.5 centimetres (1 1/2").

3. Be equipped with locking devices on all
gates or doors opening into the
swimming pool or the swimming pool
area.All gates and doors which may be
opened from the outside must be locked
unless a responsible adult is present and
supervising the swimming pool.

4. Be maintained in a safe structural
manner.

5. Apply to all swimming pools regardless
of the date of construction of the pool.

6. Be completely constructed before the
swimming pool is filled with water.

Hot Tubs
Hot tubs must be adequately secured by a
cover with a locking device and locked
when not in use.

Interior lots
An interior lot is any lot that is not a
corner lot.

Fences can be amaximum of:
0.9 metres (3 ft.) high

• in the front yard

2.4 metres (8 ft.) high

• in the side and rear yards.
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